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Dear fans and friends,

this newsletter started with about 55 recipients,
mostly friends and supporters of the archive.
Now, about 18 months later it has grown to
more than 600 recipients from various

countries all over the world. Thank you all for
participating.

It has been a hectic christmas for those who
organized events for the centenary and a
grand party for those who just came to
celebrate. If you came to the museum between
christmas and the new year you had to wait in
line to get aticket and those who just wanted to
see the centenary exhibition had to wait in line
to get a good look at the items displayed. Well,
Dietrich, the MDCB and the Filmmuseum were
all over the media.

The LA Times gives this short report on official
german reactions to Marlene at 100:

"Germany has marked the 100th anniversary of
Marlene Dietrich's birth with a tribute from
Johannes Rau, the country's president--and an
apology from Andre Schmitz, the Betlin
mayor's chief of staff. At issue: the hostile
reception the actress received when she
returned to the city in 1960 after a 30-year
absence. Because Dietrich not only supported
the Allies during World War I, but called Hitler
an idiot, picketers branded her a traitor and
demanded that she go home. "Dietrich was far
ahead of many of her contemporaries,"Schmitz
said. Rau emphasized her commitment to
democracy and freedom during the Nazi era,
while Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder termed
her Germany's first international star."

However the centenary was a bit over-
shadowed by the sensational news that
Marlene may have committed suicide.
Sensational news? We have been asked if that
could be true and our answer was and still is:
there are more decent ways to celebrate the
centenary than promoting "May have" news
like that.

News:

The sites of the "Freunde and Fdorderer" have
improved their Marlene "Special”. It is on their
german site only. Even if you do not
understand german you will enjoy the pictures.
Here is how to get there. Go to www.fffb.de;
the site opens very quickly, click on Deutsch.
Within in the next picture you click on "Marlene
Special". And there you click on "Forever
Young" — virtueller Rundgang (Virtual visit). To
see more photos you may also visit
"Geburtstags-Bildergalerie". Oh, by the way we
have a question for all you experts. On the third
page of the "Geburtstags-Bildergalerie" there
is a photo showing Marlene and Douglas
Fairbanks Jr..You can also see a bit of Tyrone
Power leaning in. But who are those other two
guys, the one to the left and the one to the
right. Any idea?
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Sorry, no price to win for that answer. But if you
want to win a DVD of the Blue Angel (the new
edition) go to htip:/www.arte-
tv.com/dossier/dossier.jsp ?node=7556.

They too have a Marlene Special. Alas, there is
ohe mistake in their questions. Arte is asking
for the original title of 'Cantiques de
cantiques". But there is no french film title with
Marlene by that name. What they really mean is
"Cantique d’amour". You see, this is something
for smart people like you are. The site is in
german and infrench.




Some sad news have to be added:

Paul Landres, editor of ,Pittsburgh", died in
December at the age of 89.

Plus: The Museum of Modern Art has closed
down its archive of movie stills and kicked out
Mary Corliss and Terry Geesken. This is the
only department of Moma which has been
closed since their very existence — however as
officials declared this has nothing to do with
Mary Corliss being a member of the union who
fought for their rights in last years strike.

They both been kicked out on very short
notice; to be exact they got information on
Wednesday that Friday is their last day —
however as officials declared this has nothing
to do with Mary Corliss ...

This is all part of a careful plan say Stephen
Higgins and Mary Lea Bandy. They move the
archive to Pennsylvania, not reachable by any
public transport. If you call it a careful plan to
pack four million stills in three days we ‘d rather
not ask for all the other careful plans ofMoma.
Well, it has been said thatMoma wants to
digitize these photos. But an experienced guy
at Corbis states that with the financial means of
Moma it would take such a long time that the
photos would simply not survive the time it
takes to digitize them.

Call it careful, call it what you like — it is simply an
act not worthy of any museum. And it states a
very bad example for the power of bureaucrats.
Congratulations to those filmmakers and stars
who did not give their collection to Moma.

This is a loss to all serious film researchers. But
as officials declared it has nothing to do...
Read more at

http://www.villagevoi ce.com/issues/0204/k

aufman.php

The Goethe Institut Inter Nationes Boston will
hold a Faschingsparty at the 26th of January. It
is called the "Blue Angel Ball" and includes a
band singing Marlene Songs, a Marlene Look-
Alike Contest and much more. Tickets are 25
$. For detailed information get in contact with
giin @hotmail.com

David Rivas film “Her own song” will have its
European premiere at the Berlin Film Festival
Sunday February 10" at the “Panorama’-
section. More about the film in our next
newsletter.

New books:

Peter Bahl has done an excellent research
concerning the whereabouts of the Dietrich,
the Felsing and the von Losch family. His
contribution is illustrated with a lot of unknown
photographs and full of facts nobody, not even
us did know about. If all youDietrich people out

there ever wondered if you are related to
Marlene this is the piece you were always
looking for. Every family tree is there. Itis
published as a 90 page article in: Herold
Jahrbuch, Neue Folge, 6. Band. Verlag
Degener & Co., Neustadta.d. Aisch.

Or just write to us and we forward your e-mail to
Peter Bahl.

FHan e L babns
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The Haus der Geschichte in Bonn is currently
showing an exhibition on the history of the
song “Lili Marleen”. Yes, you can see some
objects from MDCB in the exhibit. Even better
for all those who want to know about the song
the haus published an excellent and colourful
illustrated book to go along with the show.
Take a look at their site at
http://www.hdg.de/Final/deu/page2793.htm.
There is even a little section on Marlene.

Questions and answers:

We have to remind you that as an archive we
are not allowed to sell or exchange or copy
videos. All we can do is to publish your want list
and ask our readers to get in contact with you.
Also we don't do any appraisals. But from time
1o time we may publish an offer which we
regard as interesting to our readers. And last
but not least: We do not answer questions like
"Please give me a short impression on the
character of Rudi Sieber. | need this for an
article.”

Martin Wiedemeier asks where the Riva family
lives. Maria, Marlenes and Rudies only child
and Paul, third grandson to Marlene, are living
in Palm Springs. His brothers David and
Michael are residents of Los Angeles and
Peter is living in the state of New York.



David Moore is asking if there are any plans for
Marlene exhibitions in Great Britain. No, Sir, we
get a lot of requests for exhibitions which lead
to nothing — from Great Britain we do not even
get requests.

And is there a reconstruction of Marlenes
dressing room in Sanssouci? Well, they have a
dressing room at Filmmuseum Potsdam, but it
is just a sort of a studio wardrobe with one or
two pieces from MDCB.

Patrick Laumann and a lot of other people are
looking for a video of "Schoner Gigolo, armer
Gigolo". The film is not available in video shops
but if somebody of you can help Patrick just
write him an e-mail: fabricepb69 @netscape.net

Karina Goltz and again a few other people were
touched by the way Marlene speaks the poem
in Maximilian Schells "Marlene" portrait. It's the
poem "Der Liebe Dauer" by Ferdinand
Freiligrath:

O lieb, solang du lieben kannst!
O lieb, solang du lieben magst!
Die Stunde kommt, die Stunde kommt,







